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That has not been the way of the United States and 
Canada since 1817. Is there a more successful example 
to be found anywhere of the way to escape competitive 
arming?" 

The governments have so far kept their eyes closed to 
the pointings of this remarkable neutralization and dis- 
armament of our great American lakes, on which Presi- 
dent Eliot lays such strong emphasis, but much is occur- 
ring nowadays to induce them to put away their voluntary 
blindness in this matter. " We are going to see the limi- 
tation of armaments," and we are going to see also an 
early and substantial reduction of the overgrown mili- 
tary and naval establishments under which the world is 
staggering. 

Editorial Notes. 

The preparations for the National Peace 
p«« cX'eM. Congress, which meets in New York, April 
14 to 17, are progressing finely. The 
dinner given by the New York Peace Society to the 
editors of the city, at the Yale Club, on the evening of 
February 7, was in every way successful. About one 
hundred and twenty guests were at the tables, nearly 
half of whom were editors. The Outlook, the Inde- 
pendent, Leslie's Weekly, most of the other leading week- 
lies, a large number of the dailies of the metropolis and 
some of the monthlies were represented. Professor 
John Bassett Moore of Columbia University, who pre- 
sided, made one of his usual admirable speeches, on the 
development of arbitration. The other speakers were Dr. 
Lyman Abbott, Dr. Charles E. Jefferson of the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, Dr. St. Clair McElway, editor of the 
Brooklyn Eagle, and Benjamin F. Trueblood. Dr. 
Trueblood spoke of the origin and purposes of the 
National Peace Congress in its relations to the Hague 
Conference ; Dr. Abbott, in a fine speech, spoke of the 
ethical aspects of war ; Mr. McElway talked for the New 
York editors, and Dr. Jefferson told of the work and 
purposes of the New York Peace Society. Great interest 
was manifested by the audience, and the New York 
Peace Society, which was making its first public appear- 
ance that evening, rightly felt itself well launched. A 
number of letters of regret from prominent people were 
presented expressing strong interest in the purposes of 
the meeting. On Monday afternoon, February 25, the 
Executive Committee met again at 23 West Forty-fourth 
Street, to further complete the arrangements, and espe- 
cially the program, which the Committee on Program 
had already got well under way. 



The program of the Congress, which we 

The Program , . , ,. •„•*•, 

oi the Congress, herewith outline, will give a fairly correct 
idea of what the meeting will be: 
On Sunday, April 14, meetings in the churches at the 



morning hour. In the evening, a great musical conse- 
cration service in Carnegie Hall, with the music under 
the direction of Dr. Frank Damrosch. Brief addresses 
will be made by Bishop Potter, Archbishop Farley and 
Rabbi Hirsch, and a responsive reading will be conducted 
by Dr. Edward Everett Hale. 

On Monday, the 15th, at the opening meeting in the 
morning in Carnegie Hall, addresses of welcome will be 
made by Mayor McClellan and Governor Charles E. 
Hughes, and there will be addresses also by other 
prominent persons whose names cannot yet be an- 
nounced. In the evening of Monday, the meeting in 
Carnegie Hall will be presided over by Mr. Carnegie, 
and there will be addresses by Hon. James Bryce, Mr. 
W. T. Stead, Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, Baron 
Descamps from Belgium and possibly one or two others. 

The meeting on Tuesday morning, the 16th, will be a 
women's meeting and will be addressed by Miss Jane 
Addams, Mrs. Ellen M. Henrotin, President Mary E. 
Wooly, Mrs. Lucia Ames Mead, and Mrs. Anna Garlin 
Spencer, who will preside. Tuesday afternoon's meeting 
in Carnegie Hall will be for school children. The even- 
ing meeting Tuesday will be for college students, with 
music by the college glee clubs. It is expected that 
Presidents Butler of Columbia, Eliot of Harvard, Wil- 
son of Princeton, Alderman of Virginia and James of 
Illinois will take part in the speaking. In addition, there 
will be a meeting Tuesday evening in Cooper Union for 
wage earners. 

Wednesday afternoon, at a meeting in Carnegie Hall, 
the legislative and judicial aspects of the peace move- 
ment will be discussed, and the speakers will be Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan, Hon. Richard Bartholdt, Hon. 
John Sharp Williams, Hon. Theodore E. Burton, Jus- 
tice Brewer of the Supreme Court, Senator A. A. 
Bacon, etc. Wednesday evening there will be a great 
closing dinner, at which some eminent person or persons 
will speak, whose names cannot yet be announced. 

Besides the above, it is hoped that a meeting may be 
arranged at the Chamber of Commerce Tuesday noon, 
and at some time during the Congress an agricultural 
meeting. A reception will be given at the City Club 
Monday noon, and there will probably be conferences 
Wednesday forenoon and at other times for the more 
intimate discussion of various problems of the peace 
movement. 

The New York Committee of Arrangements is doing 
great preparation work in many directions, and the suc- 
cess of the Congress is now assured. In order to make 
the results of it as great and powerful as they should be, 
delegates should be sent from every organization in 
the nation interested in the movement, — universities, 
colleges, religious, civic and patriotic associations, women's 
clubs and societies, commercial and industrial organi- 
zations, labor unions, etc., — as well as by the more dis- 
tinctive peace and arbitration societies. What is wanted 
is the voice of the people of the nation, to send on to 
the Hague Conference. Local congresses, conferences, 
meetings, for those who cannot go to New York, ought 
to be held at the time everywhere that it is possible to 
organize them. 

Robert E. Ely, 23 West Forty-fourth Street, is the 
Secretary of the Executive Committee. 
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The editor of Leslie's Weekly, who was 

Reachln^Event. 0De ° f the g uests at the New York Peace 

Society dinner at the Yale Club rooms on 
February 7, writes thus of the movement in favor of 
international peace : 

" One of the most far-reaching events of modern times 
may be found in the approaching peace conference at 
The Hague. This fact was clearly brought out by Dr. 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, secretary of the American Peace 
Society, and by other speakers, at a recent dinner given 
at the Yale Club to the editors of New York City. It 
is unfortunate that the vital question of peace among 
nations, embodying so much of moment to human wel- 
fare, seems to be subordinated, in these strenuous times, 
to purely sensational affairs. The importance of the 
peace plan outlined at the dinner at the Yale Club can 
hardly be over-estimated, yet, while all the great New 
York dailies on the following day devoted page after 
page to a sensational and, in many respects, disgusting 
murder trial, they had the barest reference to the weighty, 
suggestive aud admirable speeches delivered by the advo- 
cates of peace. Of course, newspapers are expected to 
print what they believe the public is eager to read ; but 
it is unfortunate that the public appetite is whetted for 
matters that arouse the passions rather than for those 
which should stir the highest sentiments of patriotism. 
The progress of the peace movement in this country has 
been remarkable when we consider the difficulties under 
which headway has been made. Its advocates have 
shown the true spirit of the militant reformer in continu- 
ing the battle in face of discouragement. Their progress 
has been substantial and their faith abundantly justified. 
The movement in favor of international peace is worthy 
of the profoundest consideration of every good citizen, 
and for that reason we have sought to give it our 
strongest support. 

"The great progress of the cause of peace has not 
been merely fortuitous. It has become popular. Ridi- 
cule of peace societies and peace prophets is now not 
only unfashionable, it is non-existent. Forceful, versa- 
tile, and great as President Roosevelt is, the whole 
world recognizes as his most illustrious achievement the 
bringing about of peace between Japan and Russia. 
The great development of peace principles has not been 
accidental. International arbitration and the brighten- 
ing hope of the federation of the world we owe pri- 
marily to the peace prophets who spoke their message 
when it was not popular and who made possible the 
peace propaganda of such an institution as the Mohonk 
Peace Conference. The vision of the few is rapidly be- 
coming the inspiring ideal of the world." 



About two years ago Baron d Estour- 

lnternational is*, . i- • • 1 i 

Conciliation. nelles de Constant, the distinguished 
French advocate of limitation of arma- 
ments, founded and became president of the Association 
for International Conciliation. The object of the asso- 
ciation, as stated in a regularly published bulletin bear, 
ing its name, is to promote friendly relations among the 
nations on a permanent basis. It stands for arbitration 
in place of war and will encourage it whenever oppor- 



tunity offers. It believes in the exchange of interna- 
tional visits by members of parliament, merchants, 
students, professional men, and by scientific and other 
societies, in holding international conventions and ex- 
positions, in issuing international publications and in the 
diffusion of foreign languages. It has a branch in nearly 
all the nations of Europe and in the United States. Our 
branch numbers about one hundred eminent Americans. 
It has seemed best to some of these and to their inter- 
national president to organize for more effective work in 
this country. The American Executive Committee met 
in New York on February 17 and chose President 
Nicholas Murray Butler chairman, Hon. Richard Bar- 
tholdt vice-chairman, Hayne Davis secretary and execu- 
tive officer, and Robert A. Franks treasurer. Hon. Seth 
Low, Dr. Lyman Abbott, James Speyer, Hon. Andrew 
D. White and Richard Watson Gilder joined them after- 
ward in sending a cablegram of congratulation and 
gratitude to Baron d'Estournelles de Constant. The 
executive committee proposes to enlarge the member- 
ship of the American branch of the Association by the 
enrollment of leading men from every department in 
American life. It will also endeavor to perfect the sys- 
tem of international arbitration by securing concerted 
action among the arbitration societies of this country. 



, . « -. On the 7th of February Richard Wood 

Memorial of the « 

Philadelphia of Philadelphia presented to President 
Friends. Roosevelt and Secretary Root the follow- 

ing important Memorial from the Philadelphia Friends' 
Peace Association : 

" Your petitioner, the Peace Association of Friends of 
Philadelphia, appreciating the gravity of the issues in- 
volved in the coming International Congress at The 
Hague, in the preparation for which you have had such 
an honorable and essential part, respectfully urges upon 
you the importance of including the following features 
in your instructions to the Commissioners : 

" 1. That there should be a treaty among as many 
powers as are willing to sign, making arbitration of all 
international controversies obligatory, and that the powers 
of the Permanent Court at The Hague be so extended 
as to meet these new conditions. 

" 2. That the sessions of the Hague Conference here- 
after be periodic, and thus a permanent international 
body be established whereby a recognized and authori- 
tative code of international law may be developed. 

" In this connection we invite your consideration of a 
Memorial to the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, signed in the year 1903, 
by the Governor, the Attorney-General, and every mem- 
ber of the Supreme Court of the State of Pennsylvania, 
and by a number of distinguished jurists, divines and 
business men of the city of Philadelphia, a copy of which 
is herewith submitted. 

"3. That the influence of the government of the 
United States be exerted to arrest the increase of 
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armaments and ultimately to insure their proportionate 
reduction. 

" 4. That all private commerce in time of war be 
made absolutely neutral. 

"Signed by authority and on behalf of the Peace 
Association of Friends of Philadelphia. 

" John B. Garrett, President. 
Stanley R. Yarnall, Vice-President. 
Joshua L. Baily. 
Isaac Sharpless. 
Richard Wood." 

Mr. Wood was accompanied in his call upon the 
President by Gen. H. H. Bingham, Member of Congress 
from Philadelphia. The President received the Memorial 
with great respect and promised to refer it immediately 
to the State Department. 



The present French Minister of Foreign 
French Foreign Affairs, replying to one of the editors of 

Minister Has , ,, . . , , , , , 

Great Hopes. the Matin, in regard to the probable re- 
sults of the coming Hague Conference, said : 

"You ask me what I expect from the second Peace 
Conference which is soon to meet at The Hague. I an- 
swer, without hesitation, that I base great hopes upon 
the result of its deliberations. Like the Conference of 
1899, this one is also called a ' Peace Conference.' Of 
course, I do not expect that it will discover the secret of 
universal and perpetual peace. But its title is excellent, 
because it has meaning, because it affirms that the main- 
tenance of pacific relations is the common ideal of all 
the civilized nations. Profiting by the experience of 
these last years, it will improve the processes of arbitra- 
tion, and especially that instrument which has already 
rendered such valuable services, the International Com- 
missions of Inquiry. The fact that these questions are 
studied no longer only, as formerly, by philosophers, jur- 
ists and ideologues, but by governments having power 
and responsibility, is a remarkable fact by which may 
be measured the progress which has been made within a 
few years in the domain of international politics. Have 
I not, in truth, reason for founding great hopes on the 
work of the areopagus which is to meet at The Hague ? " 



In a sense similar to the declaration of 
The Italian th French Minister is the following ut- 

Foreign Minister. ° 

terance of the Italian Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Tittoni, as given out by his secretary : 

" What I know and am able to tell you is that one can- 
not help supporting every proposition or initiative which 
has a humanitarian aim. Mr. Tittoni has always con- 
sidered, and you are authorized to repeat it, that it would 
be a folly and a crime of Use-patrie to weaken, ourselves 
alone, our armaments in the midst of a Europe so pow- 
erfully armed, but it would likewise be a folly and a 
crime of Idse-humanite not to cooperate sincerely with 
initiatives which tend to a simultaneous reduction of the 
armaments of the great powers, and which, by removing 
the dangers of war, would assure the inestimable bless- 
ings of peace. Yes, peace ; such has been the aim of 
Italian politics, and, you may repeat, the Minister de- 



sires it. I am therefore able to tell you that the gov- 
ernment will give to its representatives to The Hague 
instructions to support and second such initiatives. In 
any event, the plans for a general disarmament should be 
immediately put into practice." 



In harmony with the declarations of the 
The Spanish French and Italian Foreign Ministers is 

Foreign Minister. " 

that of the Spanish Foreign Minister : 

" Spain has nothing but sympathy with the currents 
of opinion which are beginning to show themselves with 
the view of rendering more efficacious the means of 
avoiding armed conflicts among peoples. The fact of 
our having taken part in the first Hague Conference, im- 
mediately after the loss of our colonies, proves this. 
She accepted all the agreements concluded there and 
has since signed treaties of arbitration with England, 
France, Portugal, Belgium, Sweden, Mexico, San Salva- 
dor, Uruguay, San Domingo, Guatemala, Colombia, 
Bolivia and Ecuador. We shall then go to the second 
Conference, animated with the best sentiments, disposed to 
cooperate, within such limits as circumstances permit, 
with all the projects which shall help to convert that 
mode of execution of international law which is called 
war into processes which are more human, mere practi- 
cal and more juridic." 

The utterances of these three Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs may be taken as a fair expression of the general 
sentiment of the governments of the world in regard to 
the coming Hague Conference and the spirit which will 
pervade it. There may be one or two exceptions among 
the governments, — but what are these among so many ? 



„._ _ , Fifteen million people, four millions 

The Famine v r ' 

Sufferers in of them utterly destitute, are effected 

China and Russia. ^y tne f am j ne j n fj ve coas t provinces of 

China. The Viceroy of Kiang-su, who is in the centre 
of the suffering, says that " it is ten times worse than 
any famine known in the last forty years." It is due 
to a long rain, which has submerged farms, destroyed 
crops and overturned houses. Eight million people 
have lost most of their property. Some parents have 
sold their children for food, others have drowned or 
poisoned their children to prevent their deaths by starva- 
tion, and then have killed themselves. The famine will 
continue nearly six months longer. The government, 
the municipalities and private individuals have given 
liberally to the sufferers, but their resources are insuffi- 
cient and an appeal is made for help from abroad. The 
various foreign missionary boards of the churches, the 
American Bible Society and the Christian Herald are 
actively engaged in the worthy work of soliciting aid for 
China. We hope that their efforts will reach the great 
body of the American people, and that out of our bounty 
the famine-sufferers may be relieved. Such is our hope, 
also, in regard to the twenty millions of famine-stricken 



58 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



March, 



sufferers in the southeastern provinces of Russia, where 
the harvests were ruined last season hy drought. Nothing 
tends more to break down the barriers of prejudice and 
ill-feeling among nations and races and to promote 
friendship and peace among them than sympathetic and 
prompt relief in times of such unavoidable misfortune. 
For the Chinese sufferers aid may be sent through any 
of the missionary boards. For the Russians a special 
committee of relief is being formed in New York and 
other cities, through the solicitation of Mr. Shishkoff of 
Samara, Russia, who has just made a short visit to this 
country to ask for help for his famine-stricken fellow 
countrymen. For information address Hon. Samuel J. 
Barrows, 135 East 15th Street, New York. 



We have received the following official 

PMce'stoiet letter from the new Ja P an Peace Society. 
We are sorry that we could not give it to 
our readers earlier, but it will be just as interesting now 
as if it had been published two months ago : 

" To the American Peace Society, 
Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 

" We have to-day held a large and successful opening 
meeting of the Japan Peace Society. We intend to 
labor earnestly for the cause of peace, and we desire to 
cooperate with the American Peace Society. 

"We express the hope that the present problem of 

the Japanese school children in San Francisco may be 

settled according to the principles of peace. To this end 

we trust that your Society will exert its utmost influence. 

" On behalf of the Japan Peace Society, 

" S. Ebaea, President. 
" Office of the Japan Peace Society, 
" Y. M. C. A. Hall, 
" Kanda, Tokyo. 
" November 24, 1906." 

We assure the friends of peace in Japan that the 
American Peace Society will do its utmost, as it has 
already been trying to do, through the Advocate op 
Peace and otherwise, to bring about, along pacific lines, 
a solution of the question raised by the San Francisco 
school authorities, such as will be just and at the same 
time strengthen the bonds of friendship which have so 
long existed between the two countries. Japan and the 
United States are natural friends, and will continue to be 
so in spite of the war talk of a few people and journals 
who seem never to be happy unless they are instigating 
mischief. 



"The meeting held at ... . the 22d of February, 
1907, in consideration of the resolutions of the first 
Hague Conference of 1899, which, after having de- 
clared that 'the limitation of military expenses which 
now burden the world is greatly to be desired, for the 
advancement of the material and moral welfare of 
humanity,' expressed the wish that the governments 
should ' have the question of an agreement concerning 
the limitation of armed forces on land and sea and of 
the war budgets carefully studied,' 

" Hopes that the second Hague Conference, resolutely 
taking up the same subject, will, without fail, find and 
cause to be adopted by the states represented a practical 
formula for the reduction of armaments, and likewise a 
model arbitration providing for the submission of every 
international difference to arbitration. 

" The meeting likewise supports the resolution adopted 
by the fifteenth Peace Congress held at Milan in 1906, 
which expresses the wish that the governments will give 
to their plenipotentiaries to The Hague the powers which 
will enable the Conference to declare itself periodic and 
thus assure its continuity, as well as the complete execu- 
tion of its decisions, by adopting such measures as will, 
in the intervals of its sessions, secure the existence of a 
permanent organism with definite powers." 



Many of the peace societies in Europe 
IfTebTuary!"'' observed again this year the 22d of Feb- 
ruary for a common manifestation in be- 
half of international friendship and peace. The follow- 
ing resolution, with variations, was adopted at all these 
meetings : 



Brevities. 

. . . Bishop Whitaker of Pennsylvania, speaking of 
the proposed Jamestown military display, says : " To 
make the chief feature of the Jamestown Exposition a 
barbaric display of military power would be a confession 
that the controlling minds of the twentieth century have 
lost sight of the high ideals of our national life which 
were cherished by Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin." 
Bishop Talbot of Central Pennsylvania writes : " It is 
unworthy of a Christian nation." 

. . . The one hundred and fourteen members of the 
Danish Chamber of Deputies are all members of the 
Interparliamentary Union, that is, of the Danish Group 
of the Union. Of the sixty-six senators, forty-eight are 
likewise members. So far as we know, therefore, Den- 
mark leads the world in this particular. And two of 
Denmark's arbitration treaties, namely, those with The 
Netherlands and with Italy, are without any limitations 
whatever, either as to time or as to class of disputes. 

. . . The San Domingo treaty was ratified by the 
Senate on February 25. It provides for the assistance 
of the United States in the collection and application of 
the customs revenues of the Dominican republic to the 
payment of the republic's creditors. The course of the 
President in regard to San Domingo was severely criti- 
cised in the Senate during the debate on the treaty as 
unconstitutional, and it was declared by some senators 
that the treaty creates a protectorate of the republic for 
fifty years. 



